GREATER SAGE-GROUSE

(Centrocercus urophasianus)
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What makes good habitat? Having easy access to food, water, cover, and space to support growth and survival.
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Newly hatched chicks rely - % Sagebrush steppe habitat is critical to Greater Sage-Grouse
heavily on insects, such as V21 WA for year-round food and cover. Healthy habitat is

ants, beetles, and weevils. H characterized by scattered sagebrush, native bunch grasses,
Juvenile grouse prefer and leafy forbs. Sagebrush typically covers 10 to 50% of the
legumes and wild forbs, area and small clearings are used as lek sites. Some grouse 1 4 MILE DISTANCE OF THE LONGEST
especially dandelions. populations make seasonal movements (6-150 mlles) to Journey  WINTER GROUSE MIGRATION.
winter ranges. Habitat fragmentation,
cheatgrass invasion, tree
encroachment, and overgrazing
contribute to the loss and
degradation of Sage-Grouse habitat.

Sage-Grouse
distribution

As adults, sage (Artemisia
spp.) is the primary source of
food of Greater Sage-Grouse.
Grit and hard foods are avoided because

they do not have a well-developed gizzard.
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For more information visit pheasantsforever.org

Pheasants Forever is dedicated to the conservation of pheasants, quail and other wildlife through
habitat improvements, public awareness, education and land management policies and programs.



TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

1.) True / False: Sage Grouse need sagebrush to survive.

2.) True / False: Fragmentation increases habitat availability for grouse.

3.) True / False: Sage-Grouse grind hard seeds with their gizzard.

4.) True / False: Some Sage-Grouse are migratory.

5.) True / False: Logging activities can benefit Ruffed Grouse.
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Image credits: Tom Koerner/USFWS, flickr.com/photos/usfwsmtnprairie (female grouse)



